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once again there would be no jam for tea — but in their
hearts they, too, knew that their time must come.

The war and the men involved, seemed heroic. Old Blues
frequently came down to the school, smart in their new
uniforms and full of optimism, usually to say farewell on
their departure for “the Front” from which some would
never return. An adventurous spirit led many Old Blues to
the Royal Flying Corps and Royal Naval Air Service, and
The Blue had several reports that aircraft had developed
mechanical faults which required an immediate landing on
Big Side, where the pilot was revealed to be an Old Blue.
After tea with the Headmaster and an explanation of the
technical wizardry of his “kite” to an admiring crowd, he
would climb aboard and, the fault miraculously cured,
take off to return to base. Also in The Blue were letters and
articles from Old Blues, reporting on their experiences,

a few examples being “With the L.ondon Rifle Brigade”
(March 1915), “At the Dardanelles” (October 1915), and
“A Letter from the Persian Gulf” (June 1916).

The war also had an immense impact on the masters.

In 1914 and 1915 many of the younger masters were either
members of territorial units which were mobilised, or, in
tune with the national rush to the colours, simply joined
up, so that many masters remaining were kept on past
retirement. They, too, heard the names of colleagues and of
boys they had taught and fostered through their schooldays,
many to go on to win places at university, but now in a
lonely grave marked, if at all, by a rough wooden cross.

In the opening weeks of the war, Mr W. Lempriére of the
Counting House, started to maintain a list of Old Blues
serving and dying in the Armed Forces. The resulting

Above: The Right Hand Tablet.
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information was regularly published in 7%e Blue, starting
with the October 1914 issue, and even this early there were
no less than 535 Old Blues already in uniform. Three lists
were published throughout the war:

= Record of Service Those serving, with their current
unit. Amendments to this list were regularly published
as the men moved between units or were promoted.

= Honours and Awards Those awarded honours,
decorations and distinctions, usually accompanied by
the citations.

= Roll of Honour Those killed, each entry normally
accompanied by the unit or ship, and date of death.

These lists were published in every issue of T%e Blue until
1920 and were almost invariably the leading entries in
each issue. In June 1921 a single, consolidated document,
containing the final versions of all the three lists was
published, but occasional additions or corrections were
published up to about 1925.

In addition to an entry in the Roll of Honour, deaths
were marked, wherever possible, by an obituary notice in
The Blue. At first these were single paragraphs which were
included in a section headed “School Notes” but later
they became much longer and had a section of their own.
By no means all deaths generated an obituary, presumably
through a lack of information.

From the start, Mr Lempriére and successive editors of
The Blue depended on Old Blues, their relatives, friends
and masters, to send in information, and regular reminders
appeared in the magazine for this to be done. Official



Above: Dedication on Founders Day 1920.

casualty lists as well as death notices and obituaries in
newspapers such as The Times and the Daily Telegraph were
also scanned. There were a few mistakes, which had to be
corrected on the lines of Mark Twain’s: ““...the report of my
death is an exaggeration.” Some of the entries in 7he Blue
appeared a year or more after the event; for example,
Wilkinson and Slatter both died in Spring 1918 but their
deaths were not recorded by 7%e Blue until July 1921; their
names were not in the printed Record of Service and Roll
of Honour, and they were late additions to the Dining Hall
War Memorial.

Imperial War Graves Commission
British and Commonwealth governments were not
prepared for deaths on the scale experienced in the first
months of the war and it was not until mid-1915 that the
British Army set up the Graves Registration Commission,
which expanded into the Imperial War Graves Commission
in 1917. That body has remained at work ever since, its only
major change being an amendment of the title in 1960 to
become today’s Commonwealth War Graves Commission
(CWGCQC). Today their records are digitised and placed
on the Internet at http://www.cwgc.org/. This is the official
site and in some 99 percent of the cases can be taken as
the most authoritative source, although bodies are still
being found, identified and added to the list, and the very
occasional error is identified and corrected.

The dates covered by the CWGC are 4 August 1914
to 21 August 1921. It was the relevant Service Authorities
however, after both wars, who decided whether or not a
particular individual was eligible to be commemorated as
a war casualty, and essentially the individual’s death had to
have been directly attributable to factors such as wounds,
accidents or disease contracted whilst in service.

The CH War Memorial

With the end of the war, the Council of Almoners decided
to commission a War Memorial, which was announced

in The Blue of June 1919. The work was delegated to a
committee chaired by Dr Pearce (Bishop of Worcester,
Almoner, Old Blue) with eighteen other members:
Almoner, Treasurer, Headmaster, Head Mistress, Clerk;
two each from Old Blue Governors, Benevolent Society
of Blues, Stewards of Founders Day, CH Old Girls
Association; and one each from Amicable Society of Blues,
Christ’s Hospital Club, Old Blues Football Club, Masters,
and Fighting Services. This committee set itself the aim of

School Armistice Day
Programme
Tuesday 11th November 2008

Details are still being finalised but the school is
planning an Armistice Day programme along the
following lines:

10.30 am
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Guests in place at viewing points in
The Quad

Pupils formed up in The Quad

10.40 am
10.50 am
11.20 am

Service begins with laying of wreathes

Service concludes with planting
of poppies

11.25 am
11.30 am

Coffee in Dining Hall

Displays and events:

= Big School will hold a display on Music,
Literature, Art and Drama*

= Court Room will hold a display of war
time memorabilia

Full details will be available when staff return for the
next school year. At that time the allocation for Old
Blue visitors will be known.

Old Blues are invited to register their interest with
the CHA office at the earliest opportunity.

Details and booking instructions will be confirmed
when available.

Food will not be available on campus but given
sufficient interest, it may be possible to organise a
lunch at a local establishment.

(*) Whilst everything is still in the planning stage, thoughts are
revolving around the following:

A display of a collection of poetry inspired by a study of CH and
other war poets along with some poetry inspired by pupils’ visit to
the Menin Gate war memorial and surrounding war graves and of
writing inspired by a study of the lives of various of the fallen Old
Blues. This might be combined with photographs of striking images
of WWI along with images taken during the course of the trip -
most specifically, of CH graves. There also exists the possibility

of a recording interspersing readings of the pupils’ and CH poets’
poetry alongside original musical compositions also produced by
our pupils.

raising £3,000 (£70,000 at today’s prices) with any excess
over the cost of the memorial, which was estimated at about
£1,000, going towards “....supplementing such provision
as has been made by the Nation for the Aged Parents,
Widows, and children of those who have fallen, and also
for Old Blues who have been maimed, blinded, wrecked
in health, or temporarily ruined in business as the result
of Active Service.” In the event the committee raised well
over £6,000 (£140,000) from Old Blues all over the world.
Despite the scale of the task matters moved with such
speed that the memorial was unveiled with all due
ceremony on Founder’s Day 1920. Sited on the front of
Dining Hall, it consisted of two stone tablets, one either
side of the foundation stone, each tablet fronted by figures
of two boys; one in Housey dress the other in Officer
Training Corps (OTC) uniform. (The stone seats below
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Above:The Chairman of the Memorial Committee, Rt Reverend Ernest Pearce, OB, Almoner and Bishop of Westminster, gives the dedication

address. Lord Mayor of London, Sir Edward Cooper, Kt, accepted on behalf of the Council of Almoners.

the tablets were added some years later.) The design was

by Sir Aston Webb, RA, FRIBA (1849-1930), one of the
most noted architects of his day, who had designed the
original school buildings on the Horsham site. A further ten
names were added in 1922, and one at some undetermined
date after that.

The records of the War Memorial Committee cannot
now been found. These would show what criteria were used
in deciding on names to be included and why later changes
were made. Extensive researches in the Counting House,
CH Museum, British Library, Worcester Diocesan Archives
and Imperial War Museum have failed to find them. In
addition, Roy Salisbury has confirmed that no such
documents were in the
Counting House, including
the safe, during his tenure
as Clerk.

It is clear that the Pearce
Committee’s view of what
constituted “dying for King
and Country” was more
charitable than that of
officialdom; as a result, some
of the names on the War
Memorial are not in the
CWGC list. For example,
Captain Cave-Brown-Cave
was discharged from the
Army in 1916 because one
leg had been amputated and
his other thigh shattered.

Left: Last Resting place E P Wykes
(La B09-16) Southampton
Cemetry (Courtesy D Miller).
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In constant pain and with no
hope of relief, he shot himself
in 1917. He was buried in
an unmarked grave and is
not on the CWGC list, but it
is quite clear that Old Blues
knew all about this, but,
nevertheless, classified his
death as being due to the war.
Another Old Blue (Wykes)
died of leukaemia whilst still
serving and is also on the War
Memorial but not listed by the
CWGC.

Chronologically, the last

death recorded on the War
Memorial is that of JC Platts,  Above: George William Dell
who was killed on 7 March (La A 04-8), emigrated to US

1920 in Mesopotamia; his
obituary is in 7he Blue for
July 1920. This is after the
generally accepted date of the end of World War One, but
within the limit laid down by the CWGC (21 August 1921).
Contemporary photographs show that at the unveiling,
the names ran in strict alphabetical order up to Yates, but
that of Keepen (number 9 on the right-hand panel) had
been added before the unveiling. However, a further eleven

in 1912. Joined US Army and
gassedin 1918 (R Dell Cf).

names have been added below that, whose fates must have
come to light after the memorial was unveiled. For example,
Dell was killed while serving as a private in the US Army,
news of which was obviously delayed.

Mysteries

Why the names of KM Whittington-I.owe and CH Dolling-
Smith appear on the memorial is a complete mystery, since
their death certificates show that the former died of old age



in London in 1950 and the latter in New Zealand in 1924
from septicemia following a bite on his foot. Neither could
be attributed to the war, and it must be assumed that the
Pearce Committee made two honest mistakes.

An Omission

It is sad that the name of Etta Harris (Hertford, 1898-
1903) does not appear, since she died in the bombardment
of Hartlepool on 14 December 1914, while running
towards her school to look after her children. Undoubtedly
brave and dedicated to her duty, it seems unjust that Etta
cannot be included on the World War One memorial,

not least because four Hertford Old Blues who died in air
raids appear on the World War Two memorial, (See editor’s
note below).

Corrections

Photographic evidence shows that the original list ended
with Keepen, and that eleven names have been added
thereafter. Further examination shows that there have been
other changes to the original names: Hall has been inserted
between Gallimore and Garton; Hayne between Gordon
and Goulden; and O’Callaghan between Norman and
Ogden. Quite why these changes were made and who
authorised them is not recorded. Presumably, in the case
of Hall and Hayne, the original names were incorrect

for some reason and had to be removed. In the case of
O’Callaghan, however, this had already been changed

at the time of the unveiling, so it may have been made to
correct a spelling mistake.

The Figures

It goes without saying that some Old Blues would be
unhappy with something and one group took particular
exception to the figures, which were described as
“undignified and unnecessary,” in particular the one in
military uniform which was considered to be a “grotesque
toy soldier (and) an insult to the memory of the men
between whose names it stands.” This controversy had
petered out by 1924, only to be reignited some six years
later. Clearly, authority stood its ground as the figures are
still there today.

Other Casualties of War

It is right that remembrance should concentrate on those
who died and that they and their relatives should be given
particular sympathy, but those who survived should be
remembered, too. There were those who had horrific
wounds or who had been gassed, who lived on for many
years in pain or discomfort Then, too, there were those
who survived physically unscathed but with mental scars
resulting from the constant fear — often terror — in the
trenches, below the waves in submarines or in that era’s
primitive aircraft, and who suffered for the rest of their
lives. There were also the widows and orphans deprived of
a husband and father, and those women and children who
had to live the wounded and incapacitated. For all of those,
the war did not end in November 1918.

(Editor’s note - A plaque in her memory to Etta Harris,
originally in the Hertford Chapel, was replaced in the CH
Horsham Chapel and dedicated by the Chaplain on Old Blues
Day 2008.) Uncredited Photos courtesy CH Museum C Fones.

How much we take
for granted...
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A view of the Horsham site through the eyes of
someone seeing it for the first time.

ast July, before I joined the CHA Board, my wife and

I were visiting Kent and Sussex on a Sunday with
a friend of who was 78 years old. Having been to
Sissinghurst, I mentioned that I had been at school in
Sussex and she was very interested to see it. So we
stopped for an hour to show her the Horsham site on
the way home.

I had not been back to school more than about twice
in over 30 years, like many of my “40-something”
contemporaries I’m sure. But once we arrived at the
”new” visitor’s car park where the athletics track used to
be, it all came flooding back and I instantly felt at home in
the very familiar surroundings. My wife Emma had also
been to school a couple of times, once with me and once
without me to make some videos for a surprise “This Is
Your Life” 40th birthday party for me 9 years ago. So she
was also used to it.

But our friend Ann was totally amazed. She had never
ever seen a school of this type before, having grown up in
the East End of LLondon and then lived in both Baldock
and then near Reading all her life. Ann spent the next
hour wandering around the campus looking at all the
buildings and being absolutely amazed and at times
overawed by the scale and splendour of the buildings and
the campus site.

As children, when we first arrived at Horsham, we
quickly got used to all the buildings and took them for
granted. I remember being far too busy trying to work out
my timetable, where to be for each lesson and how to
keep my girdle up, to be thinking about the splendour of
the buildings. By the time the first term was over, they
were just ... well, school. For over 38 years I had just
taken them for granted. I never really saw what they are,
one of the most splendid school campuses in the country.

It wasn’t until we took Ann to see the school, that I
really saw the Horsham school for the splendid and
outstanding environment that it is and remains to this day
over 100 years after it was built. It took the eyes of some
one far older than me, to see and understand what it is
about Horsham that makes it so special. In part it was this
that then led me to join the CHA Board and start
becoming involved in the school again in a small way.

Sadly Ann passed away from cancer earlier this year,
but I will always remember seeing Horsham again but in a
new light after 30 years and through the eyes of someone
seeing it for the very first time and understanding finally
what a privilege it was to spend my school days at CH.

Andrew Hobbs
(LHA/Pe A 1970-76)
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