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Obituaries and memories of former colleagues

Remembering
Noel Abel
Pe B 60-66. Born 11th December
1948, died 6th March 2008.
Contributed by Paul Knapman
(Mid B 1961-67).

Iremember Noel
at school as the

trombonist who
could effortlessly
play to perfection.
He picked up a
music prize when
perhaps 14 or 15
and in amongst

the weighty worthy tomes being
handed out for academic excellence
was Noel’s paperback choice ‘1066
and all that’ which he collected with
a broad grin on his face.We had
lots of music competitions for which
us lesser mortals practised for
hours on end. I can still picture the
distinguished adjudicator, after
listening to Noel’s solo performance –
for which I am sure he had not done
more than five minutes preparation
– stand up, applaud enthusiastically
before awarding him an
unprecedented 100%.

Noel and I played with the
Jabberwock Jazzmen at CH from
1964-66. In the summer of ‘66 we
undertook a grand tour incorporating
Hertford and Bath. Noel had us
laughing all the way.

Noel’s first language was his native
Welsh. His close knit family supported
him throughout his life. He got a
place at the Royal College of Music in
1966 before he even thought about
A levels. Being too young for a grant,
his mother went back to work. Noel
left before the end of the course - his
reputation as a player already gaining
him regular work.The Royal Opera
House Covent Garden invited him to
play in their orchestra. I can remember

sitting in the gods watching a
performance of Prokofiev’s Romeo
and Juliet feeling immensely proud
that I knew who was playing the
wonderful bass trombone part. And
we did catch a glimpse of Noel
afterwards as he roared away in his
open top Morgan possibly the first
of many sports cars. I was jealous!

Noel’s parents celebrated their ruby
wedding at his time and Noel hired
a box for the whole family to see Sir
Geraint Evans on the stage and Noel
in the pit.

Noel moved on to the London
Philharmonic Orchestra (and to a
Lotus Elan Sprint) and was part of
the first orchestra to tour the People’s
Republic of China.With the LPO
came one of his great loves the
Glyndebourne season, and he fell for
this part of Sussex. Perhaps that is
why in the end, he went to Lewes, his
final resting point.

Noel was a lifelong supporter of
Chelsea Football Club, and an eagle-
eyed squash and tennis player.

Noel’s funeral in March at the
Golders Green crematorium was
packed.There was plenty of music.
A brass quintet led by Les Lake and
a jazz duo of Chris Lawrence and
Frank Ricotti, friends from NYO
days, sent us on our way glad to have
known Noel.

I am indebted to Noel’s brother
Peter for the memories recounted here
that are his rather than mine.

Elizabeth
HelenAskew
Nee Humphreys, 3s 39-44.
Died 4th June 2008. Contributed
by Christina Kitchen (3s 38-45),
her “best friend”.

Liz joined CH at the beginning of
theWar and soon became one of

a group of six girls, who remained
friends for life, and of whom, the
remaining five met for a joint 80th
birthday party in 2007. After CH Liz
took a secretarial course and joined
the BBC where she became a PA
to a well-known Radio producer and
at her first wedding, in St Peters,
Easton Square, the guests included
many famous BBC personalities.

When the marriage ended, Liz
went to live in Canada and there met
and married Bob Askew.They lived
and worked there for some years
and then returned to England and
finally to Portugal, where she lived
for the rest of her life, with Bob and
a huge assortment of cats and dogs.
who knew a good home when they
found one!

In spite of crippling arthritis and
four hip replacements she remained
positive and cheerful, and always kept
in touch with her many friends. She
suffered much pain in her final weeks,
but died peacefully in her sleep.

Left:This photo is from1964

of a pensiveNoelAbel sitting

next to the Editor on one of

the Band’s outing, possibly

Heacham. I was privileged

to sit between him and Paul

Barnes in the first trombones,

bothNYOmusicians (Editor).
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Edward ‘Bill’ George
Underwood Band
Ma A 36-44. Born May 13th 1926, died June 4th 2008.
Many have contributed to these memories of Bill.

Born in Brentford, Middlesex, he was
called “Bill” from his earliest days - a

compromise between parents who could
not decide between naming him Edward
orWilliam!

After leaving Housey, he then earned a
Bachelor’s degree from Imperial College
of Science andTechnology in London

and an MSc in Fluid Dynamics from the Stevens Institute
ofTechnology in New Jersey. He was a mechanical and
marine engineer, a naval architect, an aviator, a competitive
sailor and continued until his later years as an all around
sportsman, based on talent, enthusiasm, and the skills he
developed at CH. Some have commented that Bill’s life
epitomized the success that CH makes possible – when it
is coupled with individual will, work and energy.

He worked in England andToronto, before joining
Martin Aircraft in Baltimore. In 1958 he was appointed to
the British Council Chair in Mechanical Engineering, Santa
Maria University,Valparaiso, Chile. It was here that he
learned to fly, piloting himself to
assignments in other parts of South
America, and becoming President of
the Flying Club. In 1964 he returned
to the United States to become
Research Professor at theWebb
Institute of Naval Architecture in
Glenn Cove, NewYork. He then went
on to work for various companies in
Washington, D.C. and in 1977 he and
others founded Band, Lavis &
Associates, researching advanced marine vehicles for the
US government, including twin-hulled “hovercraft” before
retiring as president in 1992.

He was a fellow of the Hovercraft Society, a member of
the Royal Aeronautical Society, Institute of Mechanical
Engineers and the Society of Naval Architects and Marine
Engineers. He was one of the founders of the Round Bay
Sailing Association, and was also commodore of the Midget
Ocean Racing Club and president of the Chesapeake Bay
Yacht Racing Association.

He was a keen cricketer and kept wicket in the Chile v
ArgentinaTest Match series in 1963.

He is survived by his wife Kerstin “Kitt” Band, his
former wife, Rosa Maria Schmidt, three sons. three
daughters, a brother, Alan H. Band (Ma A 41-50) and
sister, five grandchildren and one great granddaughter.

Michael Allen and Joan Gray fondly remember their
last dinner together with Bill in Baltimore in February,
discussing books, Flecker’s wartime memories the “180
boys” and the great Founder’s Day dinners inWashington.

Patricia Stockton (5s and 6s 49-56) writes: I first met
and became friends with Bill and his wife, Kitt,
approximately 10 years ago. I had noticed in a copy ofThe
Blue that he was listed as the “Cordon Bleu” representative

for theWashington, DC area. I contacted him to find
out if he was planning any Old Blue reunions, but
unfortunately, Bill was then recovering from a stroke. He
proposed that if he organised a luncheon to introduce me
to the local group, he would then “pass the gavel” to me,
and I agreed.This was accomplished and Bill and Kitt
have been loyal supporters of the various Founder’s Day
Dinners, luncheons and other Old Blues activities, both
inWashington and other cities. Notably, they joined the
Toronto Old Blues several years in a row for the annual
weekend of activities organised by Josh Reynolds (ThB,
1942-49).

RN ‘Nick’ Bartlett
Col A 45-53. Born 19th December 1933, died May
20th 2008. David Mckie (Col A 45-53) writes.

Nick Bartlett — born Richard Nicholas Bartlett: he
oscillated for a while between his two forenames but

finally settled on Nick — died in May at the age of 74.
He joined Coleridge A, the house in which his older brother
Kit was already installed, in 1945, but the onset ofTB
cost him three years of his time there. Returning with
examination successes collected in hospital, he was,
unusually for CH in those days, allowed by the headmaster,
HLO Flecker, to specialise in English, the subject, as taught
by Edward Malins and David Jesson-Dibley, with which
he was happiest. His illness had left him physically affected,
but his wry and ingenious humour seemed to flourish
even more than before. His conversation, then and
thereafter, was full of wit and agreeable quirks, impromptu
inventions and unexpected information, and it was already
clear by this time that he would become a writer. He
contributed regularly toThe Outlook and started a novel,
never published, called Quite A GoodYear before going
on to Christ Church, Oxford where he read English.

Second only to his family, Nick’s great love throughout
his life was the cinema: staying with him one summer
holiday at the family home in Beckenham I was taken one
morning to see a film about which he was enthusiastic
at a cinema in the Haymarket, and then to another in
somewhere like Hammersmith during the afernoon — only
for Nick then tentatively to suggest there was something
really worth seeing that evening at the Elmers End Odeon.
After Oxford he duly found his first job in the script
department ofWarwick Films, a company run in uneasy
tandem by the Americans Irving Allen and Cubby Broccoli.
His time there was exciting but insecure. His own
immediate prospects seemed uncertain, the company
looked increasingly precarious, and he gave it up to become
an advertising copywriter, ultimately with the major agency
Dorlands. One celebrated ad he wrote there was forYellow
Pages which used the slogan: let your fingers do the walking
– the fingers were Nick’s.

There were always beside the job other chances to
write. His first published novelThe Second Prize appeared
in 1961,when he was 27, and anotherThe Beggars Are
Coming toTown followed soon after. Some critics felt that
Beggars showed some falling off from the standards of
The First Prize. In fact they’d been written the other way
round: had they been published in chronological order



The Old Blue � September 2008

there might have been praise for
Nick’s development as a writer
between the first and the second.They
still read well, nearly 50 years later,
but his publishers, Cassell, expected
better sales and they turned down the
next one.

After Oxford he had met a talented
amateur actress,Valerie Bale and
married in June 1960.They first lived
in a flat overlooking Fitzroy Square,
in a part of London he loved. Later
they moved to Mottingham SE9, and
soon became involved with Eltham
LittleTheatre — now renamed the
Bob Hope theatre after a former son
of Eltham. Here Nick andValerie, and
in time all three of their daughters,
became heavily and happily engaged
in every aspect of the theatre’s life —
from acting, writing, and directing to
making the props and the costumes.
As a director, Nick was always keen
to rescue some lesser known play
unfairly fallen into obscurity, though
perhaps his greatest pride was in the
pantomimes he wrote and directed,
and the encouragement and
instruction he was able to give to
young actors who joined the company:
one of these was Jude Law. In the
late 1970s he published two more
novels under the pseudonym
RichardWiseman: dark, brooding,
psychological thrillers wholly different
in style and content from the gentler,
sensitive Nicholas Bartlett books
nearly 20 years earlier.

The family grew and prospered and
gave him much pride and happiness;
his daughters married; the first
grandchildren were born. But in 2000
Valerie, who had fought off cancer
before, became grievously ill, and died
in November. After her death, Nick
left London for Poole in Dorset, close
to his two older daughters and four
grandchildren to whose entertainment,
and gentle instruction he devoted
much of his time. He seemed settled
enough, yet there was always a sense
that he’d never really adjusted to
Valerie’s death: alongside the old wry
and whimsical humour, the gentle
reflectiveness, the generosity of spirit,
there was always a hint of melancholy.
In April, he suffered a stroke; he
seemed to be making progress, but a
second occurred from which he could
not recover. He died peacefully in
Poole hospital on May 20.His brother
Kit, his daughters JackyThorne, Gerri
Kemp and Katy Anthony, and four
grandchildren survive him.

David Bennett
Col B 45-52. Died 20th November
2007.

David followed in his father’s
footsteps to Christ’s Hospital

and thrived in the atmosphere of the
House. He was able to pursue his
keen interest in old cars and trains,
which he maintained enthusiastically
throughout his life. On leaving School
he studied Architecture and on
qualifying did his National Service.
He achieved the considerable
distinction of being the last National
Serviceman to be granted a
commission in the Royal Air Force.
As an architect his working life was
spent in Private Practice and Local
Authority work, latterly working
for the Health Service in Bedford.

David was a keen Old Blue and
had great affection for the School
and all Old Blue activities.

Sadly he suffered from Parkinson’s
disease, which he endured for many
years. He was greatly supported by
his wife Janet and his sons Matthew
andThomas and their wives.

Ann CathcartWard
5/3s 48-54. Died 13th May 2008.
Dorothy Blincoe writes.

Ann’s mother, Hazel Cathcart also
attended CH from 1922-28.

Hazel is now in a Nursing Home in
Maidstone. Both Ann and Hazel have
been great supporters of the school.

Ann sang in the choir; played a lot
of sport, representing the school in
several teams; was a keen member of
the guide company; a good
needlewoman and cook, and joined
in with all the activities of the school.

When she left CH she trained in
Domestic Science and worked in the
catering team at a school in Sevenoaks
before taking herTeacher’sTraining
Course. For many years she taught at
the Cornwallis School in Maidstone
and became Head of the Department.
It was a great joy to her that many
of her boys went on to become Chefs.

She worked in the community,
running a Guide company, giving
travel talks to various groups and
helping out at Maidstone Hospital -
taking the trolley around the wards

and talking to the Patients. She kept
herself fit with daily swimming and
playing badminton.

Ann loved to travel. She spent a
year on an exchange visit to Australia
and visited that country many times.
She loved to plan trips to unusual
destinations and has visited most of
the countries of the world. On a recent
visit to Samoa she spent a day at the
hospital there mending mosquito nets.
She also visited much of this country
travelling in her camper van, often
with her Mother.

Ann passed away on 13th May
2008 after a short illness. A memorial
service was held at the community
Church.Tributes were paid to her
commitment to all the young people
with whom she had worked, her
enthusiasm, her thoroughness and
expertise in everything she undertook,
her ability to spend time with people
and go out of her way to help, and the
fullness of her life – never wasting any
time. She lived out her Christian faith
day by day.

PatrickMatthew
Henry Clark
Pe B 39-46. Died on 9th May 2008
aged 79.

Worked in agriculture as a Farm
Manager. His sporting interests

included cricket, Lincolshire and the
MCC, rugby and gold.

Ray Cordery
Ba A 33-41. Died 30th January
2008. Robert Sellers (BaA 34-43)
remembers.

Iremember Ray as one who entered
all activities wholeheartedly. He

was a deep thinker, and became a
Conscientious Objector, but changed
his mind when aware of the Nazi
atrocities inWW2. He joined the
army, and took part in the invasion of
Normandy, commanding an anti-tank
battery on the front line until he was
wounded and evacuated. At the end
of the war, he was sent to Norway
to supervise the German surrender.
There he met his Norwegian wife-to-
be, Sigrun. After returning to England

41

Rem
em
bering



Armorel Griffiths
Nee Drew, 5s and 3s 53-62.
Born 27th June 1943, died 28th
January 2008. Kay Griffiths
(nee Murphy), (5s and 3s, 54-61)
remembers.

Armorel spent nine of her first
nineteen years as a pupil at

Hertford.The early and unexpected
death of her father when she was
only nine left her mother, herself
and her three younger brothers in
straitened circumstances. She
became the Duke of Gloucester’s
presentee and entered the school as
a second-former the following year.
Later, two of her brothers would go
to Housey.

I met Armorel when I went into
5s the year after.We both
subsequently moved into 3s but at
different times. Our friendship
developed as we approached the
Sixth Form.Together with Susan
Wilkinson (nee Lillington), who
joined the school at the age of 12
and went straight into 3s, we became
a trio and even developed our own
style of speaking with a particular
inflection.The friendship continued
despite our going to different
universities, pursuing different
careers, and living in different parts
of the country.

Armorel was steady and responsible
from an early age. She was frequently
elected as form captain, was a Junior
Ward Monitress in the Lower Fourth,
later a SeniorWard Mon, and finally
Deputy Head Girl. She played in
one of the hockey teams. She had
considerable acting talent; her
contemporaries will remember her
Darcy in Miss Elizabeth Bennett, and,
as Lady Bracknell in The Importance
of being Earnest, her dramatic
‘Gwendolen!’ entrance.

She went on to read English at
the then newly-established Sussex
University. A love of poetry would
remain with her all her life; the
bookstand in her kitchen designed to
hold an open cookery book would
more often than not be seen displaying
a book of poetry. Her career, apart
from a break when her two children
were small, was in teaching; first
English, and in latter years, English
to Speakers of Other Languages, in
inner London boroughs.
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to complete his studies at Oxford, he
joined the Colonial Service, and was
posted to Basutoland (now Lesotho)
where he and Sigrun had two sons
and a daughter. He later transferred
to Uganda, where his adventures
included being rescued from an attack
by Karamajong warriors by Idi Amin,
at that time still a humble Ugandan
Army Sergeant. After independence,
Ray moved back to England and
joinedThe Security Service, where he
worked until he retired.

At the ceremony were ex-Ba A
house mates of the 1930’s, R P S
Erskine-Tulloch, C G Lovegrove,
Charles Kirkman and wife Mary, and
Martin Brett and wife Diana. Also
present were Ray’s lifelong friend
James Kirkwood Ma B 33-41, (who
gave the eulogy) and his wife Margot.

Harry DrewMBE
Brother of Sir Arthur Drew (La A
22-31). Died June 22nd aged 91.
Richard Hunt (Th B 7-44) writes.

Harry was born in Mexico City and
when his father died, moved to

live in Germany aged around 5 years
old.The family subsequently moved
to England and Harry followed his
brother into CH.This was through
a presentation offered byThe Royal
Exchange Assurance Company, and
subsequently Harry joined this
company after leaving school in 1936.

On the advent of war, Harry as a
member of the MiddlesexYeomanry
was called up and was eventually
posted to North Africa, where he was
captured and taken prisoner by the
Italians.They were kept in the open
with no shelter, very little food and
water. However it so happened that a
truck arrived at the camp and Harry
recognised General Rommel, without
any more ado he marched over to
Rommel, saluted him and said in
perfect German do you realise there
are men dying here through lack of
shelter, food and water. Rommel did
not say much but that afternoon
they were moved to a warehouse and
given rations of food and water.They
were then shipped to Italy to Camp
Sulmona at Fonte D’Amore, and
once there Harry said he would give
German lessons to anybody interested.
He then went round the compound

asking what other people could do to
contribute in the way of teaching
languages, music, drama, art etc.Thus
thanks mainly to Harry’s initiative
the prisoners were able to follow
various interests putting on plays,
entertainments, art exhibitions and so
on. Harry was a prisoner from April
1941 until September 1943 when the
armistice was declared with Italy.This
enabled Harry to leave the camp and
on walking South he finally reached
Allied lines. Others were not so lucky as
they headed in the wrong direction and
were bagged by the Germans. After the
war Harry organised regular ex POW
reunions, even trips, for those that
wanted to go back, to Camp Sulmona.
To this day the camp, which is now
used by the Italian Army, displays
memorabilia commemorating the time
when it was used as a POW camp.

For his work with ex POWs Harry
was awarded the MBE.

Harry enjoyed his time at CH and
was proud of being an Old Blue.
He was a member of the OBRFC,
and in later years would hold court
in the South bar atTwickenham. He
was also keen on watching athletics
and whenever he could went to the
Olympic and Commonwealth games.
He first went to the Olympic games in
1936 in Berlin where Jesse Owen won
the two sprints and high jump golds.

During his business life, every
Friday lunch time, Harry could be
relied upon to be at one of the famous
watering holes in the City, and he
always arranged a lunch for his friends
every Christmas time at the Union
Jack Club.

Mary Edmond
6s 26-34. Died on 3rd November
2007 aged 91.

Mary obtained an MA at Lady
Margaret Hall, Oxford and

worked as a radio journalist from 1939
– 1973. She spent many years working
in the BBC Radio Newsroom finally
working as editor for the “Today”
and “Yesterday in Parliament”
programmes. In her retirement she
wrote biographical articles and books
on famous figures in literature and
the arts. She was also a Freeman of
the City of London. Donations to CH
in her memory were invited.
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Christian faith was always
important to Armorel. Nurtured in
the High Anglican tradition, she was
wont to say at school that the chapel
services were ‘so low!’ Her faith
sustained her through a lean period
when her husband was made
redundant at the age of fifty, her
children were still at school, and her
own teaching job was for only four
days a week. She entered fully into
the life of the church she attended.
At different times she taught in
Sunday School, hosted discussion
groups, took part in a Millennium
sewing project, and took a turn on
the cleaning rota.This latter task
brought her into contact with
members of the public who dropped
in. She enjoyed recounting how she
listened to a vagrant who told her
about his difficult life.When she said
‘I’ll pray for you’, he responded with
‘that’s a very nice gesture!’

In some respects Armorel never
got over losing her beloved father
when she was so young. It made
her always aware that death could
strike at any time. Her own sudden
death from an unsuspected heart
condition at the age of 64 therefore
carried an ironic symmetry. She
will be remembered by her family
and many friends for her warm
personality, her kindness, her
generous hospitality, her ready
sympathy, and her strength and
depth of character. She is survived
by her husband David, son Damian
and daughter Sophia, her three
brothers (to whom she was always
close) and their families.

Basil
Heath-Brown
Mid A 27-35. Died on 1st May
2008 aged 91.

Basil was House Captain and Band
Captain, playing the oboe, flute

and cornet. He learned chemistry
under Dr GordonVan Praagh and
then went to Imperial College where
he graduated and then went on to get
a PhD.

He spent the whole of his
professional life in practical chemical
research, the last 34 years at Roche
Products,Welwyn Garden City.

He played rugby at CH and for a
few years after he left before
discovering ice skating, and becoming
very proficient at ice dancing.
Through this he met his wife, Phyllis-
who gave him his four splendid sons.

In due course he and his wife
became keen gardeners and country
walkers, while he developed his skills
in furniture making, wood carving,
silver smithing and making marquetry
pictures.

Marcus Kemmis
Mid A 44-51.

Marcus Kemmis was a popular
and lively member of Housey

right from the start. He managed to
display enthusiasm for everything
even when he was not necessarily
interested. A natural talent for drama
meant that he was always in great
demand for prominent parts in the
House plays.

On leaving School he became a
journalist and after working on
provincial newspapers he joined the
BritishTourist Authority, were he
became Manager of Overseas Press
Office.

He retired to Budleigh Salterton
and soon started to ‘tread the boards’
with the local Dramatic Society. All
who knew him will remember that he
could always make them laugh as he
could see the funny side of anything.
He leaves behind, his wife Carol, a son
and a daughter and happy memories
for all who knew him.
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John C Finlay
Mid A 31-37. Born 2nd January
1920, died 6th December 2007.
Sent in by his daughter Fiona
Stamp.

John was born in Forest Hill and
lived in Streatham. His father

James was a trade journalist and his
mother Doris Alice Chadwick was a
teacher. He had one younger brother
Donald.

He won a London County Council
Junior County Scholarship to attend
Christ’s Hospital in 1931. Here he
developed his interest in music which
remained with him all his life. He
started in the band on the clarinet,
but following a science accident to a
finger, he switched to the trombone,
becoming proficient enough to play
in the school orchestra. He also sang
bass in the choir. On leaving he
studied Electrical Engineering at
University College London. After
the war he worked for Reyrolle on
Tyneside, making switchgear for
power stations and coal mines. He
met and married Marguerita known
as Rita in 1953.They had four
children Ann, Gill, Geoff and Fiona.

He then moved into the area of
higher education as a lecturer in
electrical engineering as did his
brother Donald. Later on they moved
south and based themselves in
Weybridge to be nearer their five
grandchildren, one of whom,
Nicholas, won a scholarship to CH.
There were 2 great grandchildren

Rita died in 2002 and John’s health
was also declining.This did not
prevent him from making several
visits to the Proms.

Cicely Alison
Mitford Jarvis
Nee Barlow, Horsham Staff
41-46. Died on 27th February
2008 aged 99.

Agraduate of St Hugh’s College,
Oxford, she taught mathematics

for the latter part of the war. She
married Thomas Gwyn Jarvis
(Horsham Staff 44-50) who died in
1950 aged 39.

John Patrick
Jackson
Col B 30-37. Died 30th May 2008.

After qualifying as an FCA, Pat
joined Anchor Roof &Tiles,

Leighton Buzzard, where he became
Chairman, building up a successful
business which was sold to CRH
Building Products in 1989. In his
retirement, Pat became Clerk to
The Farmers and Fletchers Livery
Company. He spent his final years at
St. Albans, Hertfordshire, where he
had lived and been an active Cathedral
parishioner for many years.
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Michael Marland
CBE MA, Hon D Ed, Hon D Univ Hon Fellow.
Th A 44-53. Born 28th December 1934, died 3rd
July 2008.Taken from Michael’s letter to the Blue
dated 10th July 2004.

After reading the LentTerm issues of
The Blue with great interest and

admiration for its fullness and vividness,
I realise I do not think I have passed
on any information for “Old Blues in
the Public Eye”. …I thought it might
help if I were to send a brief note of my
personal details.

The note reads: Retired from thirty
years as comprehensive school

headteacher at the start of 2003, when he was 65.

Honorary Degrees
� Doctor of Education, Kingston University 2000, for
“a uniquely distinguished contribution to the
development of education”
� Doctor of the University,University of Surrey
Roehampton 2001, for “an outstanding contribution to
public life”
� Honorary Fellow of the Institute of Education, London
University, 2002

Recent Books
� Managing the Arts in the Curriculum, Heinemann
School Management Series, 2002
� The Craft in the Classroom (revised and extended
third edition), Heinemann, 2002
� AVision forToday, John Eggleston’s writings on
Education (with Gillian Klein),Trntham Books, 2003
� How to be a Successful FormTutor (with Rick
Rogers); Continuum Internationa, 2004

He then attached 4 pages of his works and activities,
which include 25 items relating to his Committee
membership and Advisory work, where he also mentions
“Free-Lance ExpertWitness in legal cases involving
aspects of the work in schools”. He was author or had
editorial input on over 40 papers and books. He was
General Editor of the Heinemann Management Series
and General Editor and Founder of Longman Imprint
Books which had published over seventy titles since 1968.

He was also involved in Professional Development
work and overseas lectures.

And finally there is a copy of the citation from
Kingston University’s Barbican Ceremony.

It is a tribute to him that major obituaries were
published in theTimes, the Guardian and the
Independent, where many more details of his life and
works are available.

His first wife, Eileen, died in a car accident in 1968.
His second marriage, to Rose, was dissolved in 1977 and
he later married Linda in 1989.

He is survived by Linda and their son, Matthew, and
his sons Oliver,Tim, Ben and daughter Folly from his
first marriage.

Kenneth Leslie Le Page
Ma A 23-29. Born 1912, died 9th December 2007
in Vancouver aged 95.

Upon leaving Christ’s Hospital he was articled to a firm
of chartered accountants in Southampton.While at

school he read a book about the life of Clifford Harris, an
Old Blue, who had become a missionary in Isfahan, Iran.
This story, and involvement in the Anglican youth
movement in Southampton, helped him decide to become
a missionary. As soon as he qualified as a chartered
accountant in 1936 he applied to the Church Missionary
Society. He was accepted and was posted to the same
school in Isfahan where Clifford Harris had lived and died.
In addition to his duties at the college he also became
treasurer of the Diocese of Iran. In the summer of 1939 the
Iranian Government nationalized all foreign-run mission
schools with the requirement that all non-Iranian teachers
leave the country. However, Clifford Hawker, a former staff
member of Christ’s Hospital and head of BP Company’s
training organization, immediately offered Ken the post of
head of the commercial department of the newTechnical
College in Abadan. it was at this time he married Monica
Gilmore who was secretary to the Bishop of Iran. As the
war progressed recruitment of additional British staff for
the oil industry became difficult and Ken, being fluent in
Farsi, was transferred to liaison duties with the Iranian
Government.

He remained an employee of the oil company for
another 20 years, for most of which he worked inTehran
as liaison officer and negotiator with successive Iranian
Governments. In the years 1951 to 1954 all British
nationals were expelled from Iran and he was transferred
to Baghdad as General Manager of BP’s subsidiary in
Iraq. Ken retired from BP in 1965 to the family home in
Guernsey where he took up an appointment as a senior
inspector in the Guernsey IncomeTax Department, a post
he held until retiring at age 65.

In 1977 Ken and Monica emigrated to Canada to be
near his son and family. Soon after arriving in Canada he
set up an income tax consultancy business where he worked
until he finally retired at age 78, although he continued as
the treasurer of his local church for another 11 years. He is
survived by his son Anthony and two grandchildren.

John Smith
Ma B 42-49. Died 28th June 2008 aged 75.

He worked in printing and publishing, but his main
interest was rugby. He gained a county cap with

Oxfordshire at the age of nineteen, subsequently making 30
appearances. He worked and played rugby in Kenya before
returning to Oxfordshire in 1972. He served the Banbury
and the county in various capacities, being president of the
latter from 1987–89

In 2002 he was made an honorary life member of the
Oxfordshire RFU and was also presented with a medal
by the Lord Lieutenant of Oxfordshire for his volunteer
commitment.



Rosemary Squire
Barrett, 3s 52-57.

Studied and worked as
photographer she then married

and moved to Canada becoming a
housewife, grandmother and manager
of her own Bed and Breakfast
business. She was a born again
christian and very active in her local
community.

David PWilcock
Mid B 35-43. Died on 27th
November 2006.

He was Drum Major of the Christ’s
Hospital Band, and had the

misfortune to drop the mace while
leading a parade in honour of Civil
Defence workers in Horsham in
November 1942.

Also reported

The deaths are reported on the
following Old Blues, of whom

there are few details.

Cecil Charles Gutteridge (Col A
28-35) died 01.02.08.

Robin Du Boulay (Prep A/Pe B
31-38) died 02.01.08.

Victor Kenneth Chew (Th A
26-33) died 07.05.08.

Walter Alfred John Clegg (MaB
31-37) died 13.04.08.

G Roy Rossotti (Ba B 42-48) died
5th May 2008.

Dennis Savage (2000-7) died June
11th 2008 after contracting E Coli.

John Smith (Ma B 42-49).

David Starkey (Col B 41-46).

Ann Ward (3s 48-54) died 13th
May 2008.

‘Butch’White (Horsham
groundsman & cricket coach
78-82) died on 1 August aged 72.
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JohnA Penny
Horsham Head of Art 69-84.
Died 1st January 2008 aged 79.

He was a popular teacher as the
many kind reflections from

former pupils bears out. His manner
and way with his pupils endeared
him to many as did his infectious
love of Art. He was the first to open
the Art School on Sundays, allowing
all pupils to come in and be creative,
unrestricted by the curriculum.

He was a keen amateur actor, taking
part in many school plays as well as
musical performances, helped by his
schooldays as a chorister atWinchester
Choir School. He was also, for a period,
chairman of the Debating Society. Both
his sons were pupils at the school.

After retiring from full time
teaching, John moved to Portsmouth
and then finally to Fishbourne, giving
Art History lectures at the Chichester
Art Club and putting on several
exhibitions of his work.

He is survived by his three children.
A fuller obituary appears on the

CHA web site

MAnnMaybrey
8s 48-56. Died on 20th January
2008.

Obtained an MA at Girton College
Cambridge and then taught

Computer Science at the University
of Liverpool. She listed her interests
as lacemaking, needlework and
embroidery.

Sybil E Neville
Robinson, 2s 25-34. Died on 22nd
June 2008.

Her grandson PaulTait (OB)
writes that ‘as an Old Blue (along

with her brother, one son and three
grandchildren) she was always devoted
to the school,’ and there were plans
to sing the Foundation Hymn at her
funeral.

Patricia Constance
Overnell
Neé Kimsey,Ward 6 41-47. Died
Friday 18th January 2008 in
Plymouth. Sent in by Jim Carman
(Prep/Pe.A 1946-1952).

Iremember her well when she lived
in Maidstone, Kent and was the

first of the Secretary of the Kent
COBS whilst Keith Minter was the
Chairman.We worked together on the
organisation of several very successful
get togethers. She will be well
remembered by quite a few Old Blues
here in Kent, but as her family said
‘she made good friends wherever she
went and will be missed my many, but
would not want us to be sad.’

Dr Peter Frank
Lewis
Horsham Staff 81-87. Died on
18th March 2008 aged 56.

On leaving CH he became Head
of Science at Benenden School,

where he worked until his death.

Dr John Keppel
Stonham
Ma B 36-44. Died on 3rd May 2008
at home in Nong Khai,Thailand.

Qualified as a doctor at the
Westminster Medical School

and then worked as a Medical
Officer with overseas postings,
notably as the Senior Medical
Officer for the Government of Hong
Kong. Heavily involved in rugby,
including refereeing various
international matches, including
Hong Kong vs England in 1971.
By 1997 he had completed over 20
marathons.



Reminiscences

The following are reminiscences
from Graham Riches

(Th.B/Ma.B 1952-60) who retired
from the directorship of the School of
SocialWork, University of British
Columbia,Vancouver in June, 2008.

Memories of Housey
The recent edition of The Old Blue
(Feb, 2008) brought back different
memories of Housey, too many to
mention all here. Bruce Heywood’s
obituary of Christopher Lewis
(Ma. B 52-58) and his connection to
Ditchingham in Norfolk where his
father had been rector was particularly
evocative. My mother, Katharine
Riches who was matron of Coleridge
(1950-65), not only attended All
Hallows Convent School in
Ditchingham but now having passed
away is buried there in the parish
church. Interestingly, as Coleridge
matron, she always had a soft spot for
Benedict Rubbra, one of her favourite
Grecians and a reported visitor to
Bruce’s farm.

Bruce’s story in mentioning
Beverly Labbett (La A 50-60)
reminded me of our strong and lasting
friendship until his tragic early death.
Perhaps our claim to any lasting fame
is that, along with Ian Baillie (Pe A
53-60) we pioneered the ‘gap’ year at
Housey in 1960-61, ably supported by
GordonVan Praagh.We were the first
to travel asVSO volunteers to British
Honduras (Bev) as it then was and to
pre-independence Sarawak in Borneo
(Ian and myself), now part of
Malaysia, before we went on to
university. Of course, the postWorld
War 11 national service men might
contest this claim but we were
volunteers and they were conscripted.

Sadly, another very close friend
who passed away in the prime of his
life was St. John Gray (Th B 50-55).
It was wonderful to learn that his son
Tom (La A 91-97) has also been
educated at CH and that St. John had
been posthumously awarded the
Pingat Jasa Malaysia medal by the
Malaysian Government.When he
served in Borneo he would have seen
active duty in the same rural region
where I had been as aVS0 volunteer in

a community development project.
As an RAF Foundationer, the item

about BarnesWallis’s award from the
Royal Commission on Awards to
Inventors and the recent showing of
the 1954 Dambusters reminded me of
attending theWorld Premiere of the
film that year.There were in fact two
World Premieres atThe Empire,
Leicester Square, held on back to
back nights - the first attended by
Princess Margaret and the second by
the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester.
Bill Shreeves, Robert Cundill and
JohnTwitchin attended the first night
and Robert Craig and I on the second
with Foundationers from Hertford.

Finally, on perhaps a lighter note,
my eye was drawn to the piece about
David Jesson Dibley by Brenda

Herbert, including its reference to
Morton Peto, my house master in my
final year when I had moved to Maine
B as house captain. It is difficult to
forget David’s production of Richard
11. John Watts (Th B/Ba B 51-60)
played Richard, Alan Ryan (La A
51-59) was Captain of a band of
Welshmen and I was Bolingbroke.
John went on the greater things in his
acting career and Alan quickly
bestrode the academic stage. My
consolation was that I wore Paul
Scofield’s boots.The costumes were
from the OldVic and his name was
scrawled on the inside leather.While
Scofield had played Richard 11, his
boots were two big or small for John,
so I got to wear them.
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The Christ’s Hospital Assoc.
MICHELLE SUTLIEFF /

WENDY KILLNER

The Counting House,
Christ’s Hospital, Horsham,
West Sussex, RH13 7YR
t: 01403 247665
e: manager@chassociation.org
e: administrator@christs-
hospital.org.uk

Africa

South Africa Old Blues
SINCLAIR WYNCHANK

BaA 1948-1957
B32 Ecklenberg, Erin Road,
Rondebosch, 7700
t: 27 (0) 21 938 0300
e: swynchank@mrc.ac.za

Asia

Hong Kong Old Blues
CHRIS WILSON

BaB, PeB 1969-1976
Flat 24 12/F,
9 Mansfield Road,
The Peak
t: 00 2361 0833
e: cjwilsonhk@yahoo.com

Caribbean

Barbados Old Blues
BOB SHOWAN

LaB 1952-1959
#2 Gibbons Terrace (Srage 2),
Christ Church,
Barbados
t: 1 246 428 0031
e: bob.s@caribsurf.com

Australasia

New SouthWales Old Blues
ROGER WICKINS

BaA 1949-1954
PO Box 63,
Avalon Beach,
NSW 2107
t: 61 (0) 02 9973 2158
e: rrog1213@bigpond.net.au

New Zealand Old Blues
GRAHAM WILLIAMS

ThA 1943-1949
24 Matai Street,Waikanae,
Kapiti Coast, 6010
t: 64 (0) 04 904 3180
e: grajan@paradise.net.nz

NewYork Old Blues
JIM BELL

MaA 1957-1958
1001 Fifth Avenue - Apt 5C,
NewYork, NY, 10028
t: 1 212 439 9299
e: jbell@ssbb.com

Washington District
Old Blues
PATRICIA PLASKETT

5s, 6s 1949-1956
4013 Saul Road,
Kensington, MD, 20895
t: 1 301 942 3761
e: stocktop@verizon.net

Europe

France
EDWARD ADAMS

ThB 1977-1983
Le Grand Siziere, Marcais, France
t: 00 33 2485 62897
e: edward.adams77@orange.fr

Germany/The Benelux
Old Blues
PAUL MIDDLEMISS

ThB 1962-1968
Nelkenstrasse 6, Essfeld,
Giebelstadt, 97232
t: 00 49 9334 970597
e: chsecthddeu@chassociation.org

Iberia Old Blues
CHRIS LITTLER

MaB 1954-1960
Buzon 36,
Restaurante Cruz de Piedra,
Ctra. Monda, Coin 29100, Malaga
t: 00 34 952 112 956

UK

SOUTH EAST

Bucks Old Blues
JANET THOMPSON

3s 1973-1981
Knockenhair, 23 Latimer Close,
Little Chalfont, Amersham,
Buckinghamshire, HP6 6QS
t: 01494 762976
e: janet.thompson@
ukgateway.net

East Sussex Old Blues
SARAH O’REILLY

7s 1958-1965
33 Church Marks Lane,
East Hoathly, Lewes,
East Sussex, BN8 6EQ
t: 01825 840727
e: sw1303@hotmail.com

Herts & Beds Old Blues
DAVID VIOLLET

MdA 1945-1954
38 The Deerings,
Harpenden,
Hertfordshire, AL5 2PE
t: 01582 712097
e: hbob@chassociation.org

Kent C.O.B.S.
GEOFFREY TILLOTSON

MaB 1959-1966
2 Butts Hill,
Old London Road,
Wrotham, Sevenoaks,
Kent, TN15 7DJ
t: 01732 886242
e: gladlyt@aol.com

Newbury Old Blues
Association
MARY DAVENPORT

1 Acorn Cottages,
Ham, Marlborough,
Wiltshire, SN8 3QX
t: 01488 668287
e: mary.davenport@cla.org.uk

Oxfordshire Old Blues
ELIZABETH M

LLEWELLYN-SMITH

3s 1946-1953
Brook Cottage,
Taston, Charlbury,
Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire, OX7 3JL
t: 01608 811874
e: e.llewellynsmith@
btopenworld.com

Surrey & Hants
Border Old Blues
MIKE JEFFERIES

LaA 1946-1953
The Oast,
Dippenhall Street,
Crondall, Farnham,
Surrey, GU10 5NX
t: 01252 850215

Surrey Old Blues
KEITH LUGTON

MdA 1953-1960
49 Harefield Avenue,
Sutton, Surrey, SM2 7ND
t: 020 8642 1303
e: keith.lugton@virgin.net

SurreyWest Old Blues
ROGER GRAYER

BaB 1943-1949
Thorpe Farmhouse,
Village Road, Thorpe,
Egham, Surrey, TW20 8UF
t: 01932 561702

West Sussex Old Blues
SUSAN HOWELL EVANS

3s 1959-1968
Meadow Corner, The Street,
Boxgrove, Chichester,
West Sussex, PO10 0DY
t: 0779 1241409
e: westsussex@chassociation.org

MIDLANDS/EAST

East Anglian Old Blues
JOHN H ORBELL

LaB 1953-1960
29Wimblington Road, March,
Cambridgeshire, PE15 9QW
t: 01354 652439

CordonBleu

Old Blue Contacts

Queensland Old Blues
GEOFF HINES

LaB 1951-1959
10 Nelson Place, Newmarket,
Brisbane, Queensland, 4051
t: 61 (0) 07 3352 3796
e: geoff@hmcgroup.net.au

South Australia Old Blues
ANNE PICKHAVER

6s 1949-1956
63Waterfall Gully Road,
Burnside, South Australia, 5066
t: 61 (0) 8 8379 0993
e: pickhaver@ozemail.com.au

Western Australia Old Blues
SAM WILLIAMS

ThA 1943-1951
4 Banksia Dale,
Marmion, Perth,
Western Australia,WA6020
t: 61 8 9448 0913
e: sambeth@bigpond.net.au

Victorian Society
of Old Blues
ROBERT TIMMS

ThA 1950-1959
376 St. Kilda Street,
Brighton,Victoria, 3186
t: 00 613 9596 7417

Canada

British Columbia Old Blues
CHRIS JOHNSON

LaB 1952-1959
141 Cilaire Drive, Nanaimo,
British Columbia,V9S 3E2
t: 1 250 758 0879
e: cwjohnson@mac.com

Ontario Old Blues
JOHN REYNOLDS

ThB 1942-1949
22 Kenridge Avenue,
Toronto, Ontario, M8Y 2E3
t: 416 239 5807
e: patjoreynolds@sympatico.ca

USA

MidWest USA Old Blues
KEN NORTHCOTT

BaB 1934-1939
4229 N. Kenmore Avenue,
Apt 1N, Chicago,
IL, 60613-1
t: 1 773 935 6097
e: gilesgypsy@earthlink.net



Devon Old Blues
MICHAEL GIBSON

BaB 1936-1943
58 Southway Lane,
Roborough, Plymouth,
Devon, PL6 7DL
t: 01752 771996
e: mgibson829@aol.com

Dorset Old Blues
ROBIN WEBB

ColA 1964-1970
Churchills Farm, Manor Road,
Stourpaine, Blandford Forum,
Dorset, DT11 8TQ
t: 01258 454167
e: robinlawns@yahoo.co.uk

Severn &Avon Old Blues
PETER WORNELL

LaB 1945-1952
5 Plane Tree Close,Whitley,
Melksham,Wiltshire, SN12 8RN
t: 01225 703517
e: peterwornell@talktalk.net

Wessex Old Blues
TIM STEVENS

LaA 1946-1955
6 Pilgrims Gate,Winchester,
Hampshire, SO22 6RQ
t: 01962 851069
e: tsoldblue@gmail.com

HOUSE &WARD
ASSOCIATIONS

Coleridge B Association
BRUCE MCKENZIE-BOYLE

ColB 1958-1965
Tarn House,
11 Fielding Gardens,
Crowthorne, Berkshire,
RG45 7QW
t: 01344 772255
e: bruce.mckenzieboyle@
btinternet.com

Old 3s Association
JACKIE M ROLF

3s 1973-1980
36c Hamlet Road,
Upper Norwood,
London, SE19 2AW
t: 020 8249 0441
e: Jacqueline.Rolf@uk.
standardchartered.com

Old 4s Association
HAZEL INGRAM

4s 1950-1957
40 Coleman Court,
Kimber Road,
London, SW18 4PA
t: 020 8870 5413
e: hazel@ingramh.fsnet.co.uk

Old 6s Association
SUSAN M SAVVA

6s 1958-1965
23C Gautrey Road,
London, SE15 2JE
t: 07968 333986
e: susan@addictionjournal.org

East Midland Old Blues
WYN PARRY

ThB 1955-1964
115 Swithland Lane, Rothley,
Leicestershire, LE7 7SH
t: 0116 2301054
e: wyn45.parry@talktalk.net

Shropshire &Welsh
Borders Old Blues
PETER SIMMONDS

MdA 1942-1949
30 Lindale Court,
Copthorne Road,
Shrewsbury,
Shropshire, SY3 8NU
t: 01743 246508

West Midlands Old Blues
PETER BANNER

ColA 1944-1952
22 Offchurch Lane,
Radford Semele,
Leamington Spa,
Warwickshire, CV31 1TN
t: 01926 426711
e: peter_banner@btinternet.com

NORTH/SCOTLAND

Caledonian Society of Blues
JOHN SHIPPEN

4 Stonebeck Cottages,
Lindale, Grange-Over-Sands,
Cumbria, LA11 6PA
t: 01539 533039
e: john@shippen.org.uk

NorthWest Old Blues
PETER BIRKETT

LaA 1943-1952
15 Hilton Road, Disley,
Stockport, Cheshire, SK12 2JU
t: 01663 765561
e: northwest@chassociation.org

Yorkshire Old Blues
PATRICK SPENS

PeA 1943-1950
Craigmore,
48Wheatlands Road East,
Harrogate, North Yorkshire,
HG2 8QS
t: 01423 503995
e: pangela@talktalk.net

WEST/SOUTHWEST

Bath &West Old Blues
DAVID FARRAR

BaB 1952-1957
Dial House,West Hay Road,
UdleyWrington, Bristol,
Avon, BS40 5NP
t: 01934 862226
e: d.farrar@btconnect.com

Cornwall Old Blues
DAVID EASTBURN

MdA 1947-1955
Cliffside, 54 Trefusis Road,
Flushing, Falmouth,
Cornwall, TR11 5UB
t: 01326 374237
e: DavebytheSea@aol.com

Peele B Association
KEN MANSELL

PeB 1953-1961
15 Purley Hill, Purley
Surrey, CR8 1AP
t: 020 8668 5075
e: ken.mansell@btinternet.com

Thornton B &Ward Nine
Association
JON RILEY

MaB, ThB 1973-1979
16 Amberley Close, Horsham,
West Sussex, RH12 4LL
t: 01403 218171
e: thornton@chassociation.org

SPORTS

Christ’s HospitalWalking
& Countryside Club
NICK DE MATTOS

BaB, LaB 1966-73
177 Fulwell Park Avenue
Twickenham, Middlesex,
TW2 5HD
t: 0208 8939104
e: n.demattos@btinternet.com

Old Blues Cricket Club
STEPHEN PETERS

MdA 1990-1997
46 Great Innings North
Watton at Stone, Hertford,
Hertfordshire, SG14 3TD
t: 07813 838561
e: tugglesplat@hotmail.com

PETER J WILKINS

MdB 1990-1997
33B Battsea Rise,
London, SW11 1HG
e: peterwilkins@gmail.com

Old Blues Cruising
& Sailing Club
DAVID TAPLIN

LaB 1950-1957
Coliemore House,
Down Thomas, Plymouth,
Devon, PL9 0BQ
t: 01752 863208
e: coliemore@hotmail.com

Old Blues Girls Sporting
Club (OBGSA)
BETHAN KEALL

BaA 1992-1996
Lamb B, Housemasters House,
Christ’s Hospital, Horsham,
West Sussex, RH13 0JA
t: 01403 247733
e: bethankeall@hotmail.com
facebook:Old Blues Sporting
Association

Old Blues Golfing Society
ROSEMARY ADKINS

4s 1949-1957
57 HuntersWay, Uckfield,
East Sussex, TN22 2BB
t: 01825 765327
e: Rosemary.Adkins@
btinternet.com

Old Blues Real Tennis Club
RICHARD MCGREGOR

MaB 1948-1957
Garth Cottage,
Ascot Road,
Holyport,
Maidenhead,
Berkshire, SL6 2HY
t: 01628 626258
e: richard.mcgregor@
btinternet.com

Old Blues Rifle Club
ANDREW HARRISON

LaA, MaA 1970-1977
22 Boverton Street, Cardiff,
South Glamorgan, CF23 5ES
t: 029 20499495
e: Andrew@andrewharrison.com

Old Blues Rugby Fives
Football Club
BERNARD ATKINSON

ColB 1951-1959
Little Applemore,
Wooden House Lane,
Pilley, Lymington,
Hampshire, SO41 5QU
t: 01590 672273
e: bernard.atkinson@talktalk.net

Old Blues Rugby
Football Club
GILES SIMONS

105 Garth Road,
London, SW12 9NP
t: 020 8378 1604

Old Blues Squash Club
AJAZ KARIM

MdA 1974-1975
164 Replingham Road
London, SW18 5LJ
t: 07747 620396
e: AjazKarim@aol.com

Old Blues Cycling Club
BEN DOWSETT

Mid B 1987-1995
e: bdowsett@gmail.com

OTHERASSOCIATIONS

Amicables
RICHARD P PEAREY

BaB, PeB, LaA 1970-1978
Thorpe Green House,
Colchester Road,
Thorpe-le-Soken,
Clacton-on-Sea,
Essex, CO16 0AB
t: 01255 861094
e: richard.pearey@btinternet.com

Old Blues Band
CIPI ILIE

MaA, GrE 1999-2001
C/O MISS MOYNA GILBERTSON

10 Bluecoat Pond,
Christ’s Hospital,
Horsham,West Sussex, RH13 0NW
t: 07974 976740
e: ciprian_ilie@hotmail.com
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