
outstanding leaders of men, who
served their country with courage and
devotion – what Henry V described as
”warriors for the working day.”

There is no precise record of how
many Old Blues served in the war.
The editor of The Blue produced a
Record of Service, but this depended
on people telling him who was serving
and where, and was known to be
incomplete.Table 1 shows the
numbers published in The Blue and
adjusted figures based on an
assessment of the shortfall.

Named in
The Blue Adjusted

Service Number % Estimate
RN 362 21 462
Army 1022 58 1276
RAF 357 20 440
Merchant
Navy 20 1 22
Total 1761 100 2200

The number of deaths, as listed on the
Dining Hall Roll of Honour, are:

Service List
RN/RM 25
Army 60
RAF 84
Merchant Navy 5
Civilian 7
Dominions 18
Total 199

It is important to note that this table
includes deaths from all causes,
including accidents, illness, surgical
operations and drowning. Also, the

heading “Dominions” includes
Australia, Canada, New Zealand,
South Africa and colonies, as well as
the British Indian Army (in which
many Old Blues served).

The examples which follow are a
short selection; a full description of
every Old Blue death is in the course
of preparation.

At Sea
Peter McRae
(Col B 1926-34)
was the ship’s
surgeon aboard the
destroyer, HMS
Mahratta, when she
sailed on an Arctic
convoy to Murmansk
in Russia. On 25

February 1944 the ship was hit by a
single torpedo launched by a German
U-boat (submarine) and sank within
minutes, forcing some 200 survivors
to take to the Arctic Sea, at night, and
in the depths of winter! Life
expectation was very short and most
perished within minutes, but Peter
McRae managed to climb onto one of
the few Carley floats to have come
through the sinking, He immediately
set about hauling others aboard, but
when the float became overcrowded,
he remarked, “There’s not enough
room for us all,” slipped over the side
and swam off into the darkness to a
certain death.

Donald Flory. HM LCG(M)-102,
a Landing Craft, Gun (Medium) was
a small warship armed with two 25-
pounder guns and eight machine guns,

manned by a crew of three officers and
30 men. In the landing on the island of
Walcheren on 1 November 1944 two
such LCG(M)s were required to
beach themselves and then bombard
some German guns so heavily and at
such close range that they could not
interfere with the many troop-carrying
landing craft heading for the beach.
LCG(M)-102, among whose crew was
Lt Donald Flory (Barnes A 1925-30),
did exactly what was required but was
reduced to a burning hulk, having
fought, quite literally, not just to the
last round, but also to the last man;
there were no survivors to tell their
story.

He also mentioned Sub-Lieutenant
Fred French DSC (Col A 1927-34)
who was on an armed trawler
Lady Shirley which disappeared in
December 1941.

In the Air
Robert Turner
(Peele A 1925-32)
was an air gunner in
a Defiant fighter,
who fought in the sky
over Dunkirk and
then in the Battle of

Briatin. He was shot down on 28
August 1940.

Also mentioned were Pilot Officer
Monty Hulton-Harrop (Thornton B
1925-38) 56 Squadron, RAF, the first
Old Blue to die in the war, who was hit
by “friendly fire” on 6 September
1939 and Alan Bartlett (Lamb A
1920-27) 50 Squadron, RAF who was
a member of a crew flying an Avro
Manchester bomber on 13 May 1942
when, for unknown reasons, it dived
into the ground inYorkshire, killing all
those on board, and 7 Squadron, RAF.
who was aboard a Short Stirling
bomber when it was shot down by
German antiaircraft guns, some 10 km
South of Bremen.

On Land
He talked about Cyril Jones (Peele B
1933-39) 4th Gurkha Rifles, who
having attended the 1942 Founder’s
Day dinner at Bangalore, was killed by
Japanese Machine gun fire when
trying to recover some food left behind
by his troops. Foolhardy, perhaps, but
utterly unselfish and looking after his
men in the finest tradition of the
officers of the Indian Army.

Also mentioned was Bobbie Parks-
Smith, (Middleton B 1920-27) Royal
Marines who was on the Dieppe
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Above: The last picture ever taken of Landing Craft Gun (Medium)–102 as she heads towards

the beach at Walcheren on 1 November 1944. The Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Donald

Flory, RNVR (Barnes A 1925-30) is the right-hand figure on the bridge. Hours later, her mission

had been accomplished, but the ship was a blazing wreck and every member of her crew was

dead - they had fought, in every sense of that term, to the last man and the last round. (Picture

courtesy of P. Flory, OB, Esq)
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